which was Margaret's plan? Most of them thought this
would pauperize him. Should he and those like him be
given free libraries? I said "No!" He doesn't want more
books to read, but to read books rightly. My suggestion
was he should be given something every year towards a
summer holiday, but then there is his wife, and they said
she would have to go too. Nothing seemed quite right!
Now what do you think? Imagine that you were a million-
aire, and wanted to help the poor. What would you do ?'
Mr Wilcox, whose fortune was not so very far below the
standard indicated, laughed exuberantly. 'My dear Miss
Schlegel, I will not rush in where your sex has been unable
to tread. I will not add another plan to the numerous
excellent ones that have been already suggested. My only
contribution is this: let your young friend clear out of the
Porphyrion Fire Insurance Company with all possible
speed.9
'Why?3 said Margaret
He lowered his voice. 'This is between friends. It'll be in
the Receiver's hands before Christmas. It'll smash/ he
added, thinking that she had not understood.
'Dear me, Helen, listen to that. And he'll have to get
another place! *
1 Will have? Let him leave the ship before it sinks. Let
him get one now.9
'Rather than wait, to make sure?9
* Decidedly.9
'Why's that?9
Again the Olympian laugh, and the lowered voice.
* Naturally the man who's in a situation when he applies
stands a better chance, is in a stronger position, than the
man who isn't. It looks as if he's worth something. I know
by myself - (this is letting you into the State secrets) - it
affects an employer greatly. Human nature, Fm afraid.9
'I hadn't thought of that,9 murmured Margaret, while
Helen said,' Our human nature appears to be the other way
round. We employ people because they're unemployed.
The boot man, for instance.'
5And how does he clean the boots?*
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